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άwƻƭƭǎ-Royce Owners ς ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ ƛƴ {ǘŀǘŜέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нс WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфнс 
ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ΨbŜǿǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ мфно ǘƻ мфрпΦ  
 
Lǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ мн ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ wƻƭƭǎ-Royce cars in this State so far as can be ascertained 
from records. On account of this rather small number casual observers usually look twice if they 
happen to see a Rolls-Royce purring along. Among those who are stated to own one of these cars, 
which are regarded as the aristocrats of the road so far as the British automobile industry is 
concerned are Messrs T. E. Barr Smith, Glen Osmond: T. Tait, Oaklands: C. H. Angas, Angaston: G. 
Milne, Brougham Place, North Adelaide: J. M. Reid, Victoria Avenue, Unley Park: J. P. Lewis, 
Nelyambo Station, Wilcannia: Napier Birks, Park Terrace, Parkside: Mesdames W. T. Mortlock, 
Martindale Hall, Mintaro: L.  Hughes, Lee Lodge, Strangways Terrace, North Adelaide: M Symons, 
Walkerville: T.R. Scarfe, Eden Park, Marryatville: and Miss M. F. Simms, Moseley StreeǘΣ DƭŜƴŜƭƎΦέ 
 
George Milne (1856-1934) was a ǿƛƴŜ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀǘ Ψ{ǳƴƴȅǎƛŘŜΩΣ Beaumont, 
Adelaide, ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ IŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ DŜƻǊƎƛƴŀ 9ƭƭŜƴ Swinden (1863-1946) in 
мууп ŀǘ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ DƭŜƴŜƭƎΦ DŜƻǊƎƛƴŀ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ /ŀǊǊƻǿǊƻƻΣ near Riverton, South 
Australia. Both George and Georgina died at their residence in Brougham Place, North Adelaide.  

 
 
 
 

 
¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛon with the wine and spirit trade dated from 1846 with DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ 
William Milne (later Sir William) (1822-1895). William was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and with a 
free passage as a farm servant arrived at Port Adelaide on the barque ΨPalmyraΩ in 1839. Also 
on board was Eliza Disher (1818-1912) his future wife, whom he married in 1842. They arrived 
only three years after the colony had been proclaimed. He retired from business around the 
time he was elected to the South Australian parliament in 1857. Another of his sons, William Jr 

Left: Ψ{ǳƴƴȅǎƛŘŜΩΣ .ŜŀǳƳƻƴǘΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 
1872. The original house was built on an estate 
of 40 acres in the 1840s but was considerably 
ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜŘ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ όƭŀǘŜǊ {ƛǊ 
William) Milne, after he purchased the 
property in 1850. George Milne was born here 
six years later. [State Library of South 
Australia.] 
 



(1849-1905), opened a wine and spirit store in Grenfell Street, Adelaide, in 1869. In 1882 William 
Jr took on his brother George and their brother-in-law Henry Price as partners. George had been 
a senior manager in the firm and Price was a former bank manager. In 1887 William Jr and Price 
retired and George Milne assumed sole control of the business. He opened a branch in Western 
Australia in 1895. Two years later the business of the Thebarton Distilling Company, near the 
¢ƻǊǊŜƴǎ wƛǾŜǊΣ {ƻǳǘƘǿŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ aƛƭƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфмс ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǘƘ-eastern 
property was bought. He was a keen horseman and owned racehorses. George Milne appears to 
be the wealthiest of this dozen Rolls-Royce owners. He left an estate in 1934 of £323,260 
equivalent to about 100 of the then current model Rolls-Royce Phantom IIs. Milne left £100 to 
his chauffeur, John Hughes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: The rear view of 
Ψ{ǳƴƴȅǎƛŘŜΩΦ ώ{ǘŀǘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ 
South Australia.] 
 
Right: Close up of 1913 Silver 
Ghost 2243E at the rear of 
Ψ{ǳƴƴȅǎƛŘŜΩ ƛƴ ŀōƻǳǘ мфнл 
before it was returned to 
England in 1925. [State 
Library of South Australia.] 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Milne had three Rolls-Royces: 1913 Silver Ghost 2243E, a Barker Ψ²ƘƛǘƳƻǊŜΩ landaulette; 
1923 Silver Ghost 22NK, a Barker tourer; and, 1925 Silver Ghost 125AU a Hooper V-screen 
landaulette 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: This impressive two-storey Federation house was built for 
George aƛƭƴŜ ŀǘ пр .ǊƻǳƎƘŀƳ tƭŀŎŜΣ bƻǊǘƘ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜΣ ƴŜŀǊ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 
Street. It is pictured here in 1903 soon after its construction in 1901. It is 
now part of Lincoln College. [State Library of South Australia.] 

Above: DŜƻǊƎŜ aƛƭƴŜΩǎ мфмо {ƛƭǾŜǊ DƘƻǎǘ ннпо9 .ŀǊƪŜǊ ά²ƘƛǘƳƻǊŜέ ƭŀƴŘŀǳƭŜǘǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƴŜǿ 
in Adelaide. Chassis 2243E was returned in April 1925 to England where it was last known 
as a funeral car in 1932.  [Courtesy of John Fasal.] 
 



 

1925 Silver Ghost 125AU Hooper landaulette new in England (above) and in Australia (below). 
A number of RROCA members have owned 125AU. [Courtesy of Malcolm Johns.] 

 



Chassis 125AU was delivered to Milne 
in London in June 1926. The Milnes 
returned to Adelaide in October 1926. 
They made another trip to England and 
brought 125AU back with them when 
they left London in November 1928. 
Both return voyages were on the P&O 
{{ ΨbŀǊƪǳƴŘŀΩΣ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ƙƛƭƭ 
station in India. The Milnes no doubt 
marvelled at a celebrated frieze by 
Professor Gerald Moira in ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ 
first-class dining saloon. 

 
At the time of our 1926 newspaper list of owners Milne had 22NK, which is well known in the 
RROCA. It was owned by John McNamara who was a Foundation Member when the Club started 
in Sydney in 1956. The fastidious custodianship of Malcolm Johns RROCA HLM-1982 (NSW) over 
a couple of decades ensured that 22NK has survived with it original Barker body. 
 

 

Right: The άǊƛƻǘƻǳǎƭȅ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŘŜŜǇ 
ŦǊƛŜȊŜέ ōȅ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ DŜǊŀƭŘ aƻƛǊŀΣ ōŜǎǘ 
known for his murals. [P&O Heritage.] 

 

Above: DŜƻǊƎŜ aƛƭƴŜΩǎ ǘǿƻ {ƛƭǾŜǊ DƘƻǎǘǎ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜ ƛƴ мфнпΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƛǎ мфмо {ƛƭǾŜǊ DƘƻǎǘ 
2243E the Barker landaulette and on the right is, his new car, 1923 22NK the Barker tourer. [Courtesy 
of David Vinall.] 



One of the MilnesΩ sons, Roy Melville Milne (1885-1938), was a noted racehorse owner like his 
father and owned 1927 Rolls-Royce 20 h.p. chassis GRJ24, a Windovers limousine. Roy and his 
wife Kathleen sailed for 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ нм hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфнт ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƭƻƧŀΩΦ DwWнп ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ ǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ 
1927 and went to Windovers in August. Perhaps a Rolls-Royce was on their shopping list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: 1923 22NK Barker tourer when new. [Courtesy of Malcolm Johns.] 

Below: 1927 20h.p. GRJ24 Windovers limousine when owned new by Roy 
Milne. The chauffeur is John Hughes, who received £млл ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ aƛƭƴŜΩǎ 
will. [Courtesy of Malcolm Johns.] 
 


